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federal grant. This program begins with the
Freshman Academy, which helps middle
school students acclimate to high school, and
offers six other academies which support col-
lege and career readiness. This includes Fine
Arts & Communications, Management & Busi-
ness, Health and Human Services, STEM,
World Languages, and the Early College
Academy. Contributions like these would not
be possible without the efforts of passionate
educators like Principal Hope.

This smaller learning community structure is
successful because of Principal Hope’s dedi-
cation to both the students and the teachers.
As a leader, he sees that students excel when
they are taught by highly engaged and trained
teachers and staff. Because of this, Principal
Hope’s vision also focuses on professional de-
velopment for teachers. Quite simply, his work
is bettering the lives of Hoosiers.

| want to take this opportunity to once again
thank Principal Hope for helping students and
teachers at Penn develop their talents and be-
come our future leaders. On behalf of myself
and my fellow Hoosiers, | congratulate him on
receiving this prestigious award.

IN RECOGNITION OF SHEA
HASSELL, PERRY ANCELL AND
CODY COULTER

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and thank three power linemen from
Coserv Electric Cooperative from the 26th Dis-
trict of Texas for their service and sacrifice to
help three communities far away from their
own.

This fall, Shea Hassell, Perry Ancell and
Cody Coulter traveled to Haiti where they
spent three weeks volunteering to help build
the country’s first electric cooperative. This
work was part of a rural electrification project
through the NRECA International Foundation
with support from the United Nations Environ-
mental Program and USAID.

During their time in the southwestern part of
the country, they built a diesel-solar hybrid
electric system which now provides safe, af-
fordable and reliable power to 1,600 con-
sumers in three towns. Their contributions in-
cluded upgrading and installing new power
lines and training locally hired linemen in prop-
er construction methods and safety practices.

In Haiti, less than 15 percent of the popu-
lation has regular access to electricity. Reli-
able electricity is a critical element in improv-
ing the quality of life and to providing
healthcare, education, access to clean water
and economic opportunity.

Thanks to the contribution of these power
linemen more people in Haiti will now have
electricity.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF HOWARD COBLE

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of my dear friend
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Howard Coble, who passed away on Novem-
ber 3, 2015. | join the countless North Caro-
linians who send our prayers and sincere con-
dolences to his family and friends during this
difficult time.

Howard was the embodiment of what it
means to be a public servant and is a shining
example for those who follow in his footsteps.
He was a true Southern gentleman who genu-
inely cared about bettering the lives of those
around him and dedicated his life to serving
North Carolina. For his constituents, Howard
spent every day of his 30 years in Congress
ensuring their thoughts were clearly heard in
Washington. What is even more impressive is
that he consistently did so with the utmost
honor, integrity and kindness.

Howard was known as a passionate leader
who was guided by his conservative values
and principles. He made it his purpose to
serve his constituents with a steadfast commit-
ment to ensuring that government works for
the people and not the other way around. Fur-
thermore, Howard was never afraid to reach
across the aisle and had many strong friend-
ships with Democrats and Republicans alike.
A beloved son of North Carolina, he will be
deeply missed by all who had the pleasure of
knowing him, but we should find comfort in
knowing Howard has found peace with our
Savior.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in re-
membering the life of Congressman Howard
Coble and celebrating his positive legacy that
will undoubtedly have a lasting impact on
many generations of North Carolinians.

TRIBUTE TO RYAN MOORE
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ryan Moore. Mr. Moore teaches
science at the Liberty Point International
School in Pueblo West, Colorado, where every
day he engages and motivates his students
through his unique high-energy teaching style
that has resulted in improved achievement
scores for his students. In recognition for his
hard work and dedication in the classroom,
Mr. Moore was recognized recently as one of
only 40 educators nationwide to receive the
prestigious Milken Education Award. He was
the sole recipient from Colorado this year. Mr.
Moore’s passion for teaching not only keeps
his students engaged and interested in learn-
ing, but has also consistently improved their
performance over the course of his seven year
tenure.

Mr. Moore’s public service extends beyond
teaching. He is a former United States Army
Staff Sergeant, with 10 years of service that
included three deployments to Iraq. Mr. Moore
credits the leadership qualities he developed
in the military as helping him succeed in the
classroom, earning him a reputation as a well-
respected educator among both students and
his peers. Mr. Moore is also active in his com-
munity, volunteering his free time with the Boy
Scouts of America and the Pueblo West De-
partment of Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Moore is an incredible in-
dividual with an exceptional history of selfless
service. He has a limitless ability to inspire the
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students he teaches and represents the best
of educators in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado. | am confident that Mr.
Moore will continue to be a tremendous asset
to his students and the Pueblo West commu-
nity. | want to thank him for his service and
wish him continued success for many years to
come.

INCREASING CHARITIES’ ACCESS
TO FUNDS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, charitable remain-
der trusts present an opportunity for donors to
transfer assets for the benefit of charity. Lack
of certainty regarding the tax consequences of
early terminations of these trusts has deterred
early terminations, which has deferred the
transfer of substantial assets to charity. Early
terminations of charitable remainder trusts
should be encouraged because they permit
charities to access their share of the trust’s
assets earlier (and, in some instances, dec-
ades earlier) than otherwise would be the
case. This is particularly compelling given that,
under current economic conditions, many
charities have been forced to cut back on
many deserving programs.

My bill provides that, on an early termination
of a charitable remainder trust, the donor and
the charity will apportion the value of the trust
using the same methodology that was used to
determine the value of the remainder interest
on formation. The donor will recognize capital
gain on the total value received, the charity
will receive its share of the trust’s assets, and
the early termination will not constitute self-
dealing or otherwise disqualify the charitable
remainder trust.

Today, Rep. RANGEL and | are introducing
this bill which clarifies the tax consequences
of early terminations of charitable remainder
trusts and encourages the early transfer of
funds in such trusts to charities. Mr. Speaker,
| urge all my colleagues to support our bill to
give charities earlier access to funds for use in
their worthwhile endeavors.

——————

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR
UKRAINE

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as a proud representative of a
vibrant Ukrainian community in my district, |
rise to echo the requests of an extremely im-
portant and time-sensitive meeting with the
administration where the Ukrainian community
pleaded for necessary humanitarian assist-
ance for Ukraine.

The global community continues to mourn
the horrific terrorist attacks in Paris. These at-
tacks remind us of the importance of our free-
dom and democracy in our turbulent world—
these values must be actively safeguarded
each day. Ukraine has been doing just that:
fighting for its democracy and freedom each
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day—denouncing Russian authoritarianism
and combating Putin’s aggression. Ukrainians
are on the ground battling Russian separatists
and thugs attempting to steal their democratic
freedoms and undermine their self-govern-
ance.

As a result, Ukraine has suffered 7,883
deaths and 17,610 wounded citizens, accord-
ing to OCHA’s latest report. Five million
Ukrainians have been affected by Russia’s ag-
gression. It is shocking that this number is
hardly discussed. One million Ukrainians have
fled Ukraine since 2014, and 1.5 million
Ukrainians are considered Internally Displaced
People. And these numbers continue to rise.

Ukraine needs more humanitarian assist-
ance, and they need it now. Winter is fast ap-
proaching. Time is running out for winteriza-
tion. Temperatures will plummet to O degrees
and below. Eastern Ukraine has already expe-
rienced its first snowfall. We must act before
it is too late.

Today, many Ukrainians have little to no ac-
cess to humanitarian assistance because very
few humanitarian partners have received au-
thorization from the de facto authorities in
Donetsk and Luhansk to operate. Restrictions
on freedom of movement have resulted in ci-
vilians waiting 24 hours before they can cross
checkpoints across the ceasefire line which
will be impossible to do in the winter. Addition-
ally, a recent assessment has discovered that
20 percent of Internally Displaced People re-
side in destroyed or damaged homes. These
homes need rebuilding materials now as tem-
peratures continue to drop.

These crucial humanitarian supplies need to
be airlifted to Ukraine, and the United States
should expand its efforts in helping to provide
these supplies. It is becoming ever more crit-
ical by the day. Let’s bring more humanitarian
assistance to our partner in democratic free-
dom, Ukraine, immediately—before the death
toll increases any higher.

TRIBUTE FOR KATRINA RUGGLES

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Katrina Ruggles. Ms. Ruggles is a
school counselor at Center School in Center,
Colorado and has recently been awarded the
Colorado Secondary Counselor of the Year for
2015 by the Colorado School Counselor Asso-
ciation.

School counselors throughout Colorado
compete for this award and the recipient must
demonstrate leadership, professionalism, as
well as a willingness to assist in students’ abil-
ity maximize their personal, social, and aca-
demic development. Amongst these qualities,
the counselor must demonstrate evidence of
implementation of a comprehensive, data-driv-
en counseling program as well as holding re-
sponsibility for further development of pro-
grams supporting students’ career, personal,
social and academic development.

Ms. Ruggles is an outstanding counselor,
who has served in Center, Colorado schools
for 14 years. Not only has she been a state-
wide name among professionals but she has
become a successful grant writer, earning
close to $300,000 in scholarships for students
year after year.
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Mr. Speaker, Ms. Ruggles’ passion and
drive to help her students succeed should not
go overlooked. Students living in rural areas
can often find themselves with limited re-
sources. Ms. Ruggles’ dedication to her stu-
dents’ success ensures that limited resources
do not hinder their academic experience. Ms.
Ruggles exemplifies the best qualities of aca-
demic professionals from the Third Congres-
sional District of Colorado, and | congratulate
her for her achievement and wish her contin-
ued success in the future.

IN RECOGNITION OF ART KIESEL
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Art Kiesel for his eight years of service on the
Foster City City Council, twice as Mayor and
twice as Vice Mayor. Foster City is losing an
outstanding public servant and advocate for
well-reasoned public policy, as well as a man
widely known for his kindness and sense of
humor.

During his tenure, Art supported many city
initiatives that were instrumental in shaping
Foster City for the better for many years to
come. The parks system was built out as
Werder Park and Destination Park were com-
pleted this year. In 2014, the city’s smoking
ordinance was implemented. In recent years,
the city entered into a fire management
shared services model with San Mateo and
Belmont, delivering operational efficiencies for
residents while strengthening department per-
formance. The city established a gatekeeper
ordinance for development projects to create
an early vetting process for large develop-
ments. It also added a synthetic softball/soc-
cer field at Edgewater Park and a 15-acre site
was sold and developed into the new Foster
Square. Phase |l of the Levee Pedway Repair
project was completed in 2009 and in 2013
Phase Ill was finished. The city also installed
a synthetic soccer/baseball field at Sea Cloud
Park and a synthetic soccer field/walking track
at Port Royal Park, all during Art's tenure on
the council. The construction of the VIBE Teen
Center, a favorite hangout for 6th—12th grad-
ers after school and on weekends, was also
completed during Art’s time on the council.

The city is embarking on a multi-year effort
to increase the height of the levee that pro-
tects Foster City, an urgent improvement in an
era of rising seas. Art Kiesel has been a
strong proponent of this project and of pro-
tecting his community for decades to come.

Foster City has a reputation for outstanding
financial management. Art and his colleagues
on the council have delivered strong financial
performance through times that were both
good and bad. This stewardship earned the
trust of residents, as was demonstrated when
the voters approved Business License Tax
Measure U and a 10% transient occupancy
tax.

It is important to note that serving on a city
council is essentially a volunteer job. You
would not recognize it as such when reviewing
Art  Kiesel's additional duties as a
councilmember. He served on the Association
of Bay Area Governments, the Legislative
Committee of C/CAG, the Airport Community
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Roundtable, the Council of Cities, the League
of California Cities, the city’s Audit Committee
and Arts and Culture Committee, was a mem-
ber of the Chamber of Commerce, and served
as the council’s liaison to the San Mateo
Union High School District. Art Kiesel is basi-
cally the Eveready Energizer Bunny of city
councilmembers.

Art and his wife Janis have lived in Foster
City for 24 years. They have two sons, Scott
and John, and two granddaughters. Art is a
third generation San Franciscan and was
raised in the city until he was drafted into the
U.S. Army in 1965.

While Art has been a successful financial
consultant for almost 30 years with some of
the largest businesses in the Bay Area as his
clients, he has always made it a priority to
serve the community. His civic engagement
began in 2000 when he served on the Infor-
mation Technology Advisory Committee for
four years. He continued on the Traffic Review
Committee and the Planning Commission. He
graduated from the Foster City Citizens Police
Academy in 2002 and the Community Emer-
gency Response Team in 2007. His commu-
nity involvement has been just as extensive as
he has been involved with the Lions Club, Ca-
nine Companions for Independence and San
Mateo 4-H Clubs for decades.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor a great man,
public servant and good friend. Art Kiesel
stands for integrity, commitment and persever-
ance. He will be missed in Foster City’s public
life, but his contributions will make Foster City
a stronger and more vibrant community for
decades to come.

———

TO HONOR THE SERVICE OF CON-
CORD CITY COUNCILMAN JAMES
E. “JIM” RAMSEUR

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor James E. “Jim” Ramseur of Concord,
North Carolina, for his more than twenty years
of service to our community on the Concord
City Council.

Jim was first elected to the Concord City
Council in 1995 and has served on the Coun-
cil five consecutive terms. During this time, he
served as Mayor Pro-Tem from 1997-99,
2007 and 2013. Jim is a native of Concord,
graduating from Concord High School and at-
tending the University of North Carolina at
Charlotte.

Jim honorably served our nation for four
years in the United States Air Force before
going on to a successful business career,
where he retired as CEO of Turner-Baxter, In-
corporated. In a sign of things to come in his
future community leadership, Jim joined the
Concord Jaycees in 1973 and within the next
year was appointed to the Concord Planning
and Zoning Board. He eventually became
President of the Concord Jaycees and re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Award from
the organization in 1977. Continuing to be an
active member of our community, Jim has
served on the Board of Directors of Concord
Downtown Development Corporation, and His-
toric Cabarrus Association, Inc.
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